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"T HE following Cafe, which is handed about, 
falls properly under the Confideration of the 


Prompter. 


The CASE of John Mills, Benjamin Johnfon, 
James Quin, Jofias Miller, Theophilus Cibber, 
John Harper, Benjarnin Griffin, i 
William . 
‘Walker, Lacy Ryan, John Hippifley, 


fane, Thomas Chapman, Samuel Stephens, Mary 


Heron, Elizabeth Butler, Chriftiana Horton, Anne 
Hallam, Jane Bullock, and Elizabeth Buchanan, 
in Behalf of Themfelves and the Reft of the 
Comedians of the Theatres-Royal of Drury-Lane 
and Covent=Garden. 


MRamMatTicK CoMPposiITions 
Sarigey have ever been efteem’d among 
Wik@ the fineft Productions of Hu- 
man Genius ; and the Aéti 
“ee them has, by fome of the W% of 
Wie Men in all Ages, been counte- 
Wiee danc’d, as greatly ferviceable to 
the Caufe of Virtue: Where- 
ever Learning is entouragd, or Arts avd Sciences 
flourif>, DramaticK Ports, and Acrors, who 
excel, meet not with Protection only, but with Pwé- 
lick Honour and Reward. It is therefore humbly con- 
ceived, it can never be intended to deftroy the Stage 
altogether, but to putic under proper Regulations. 

In the Bill now depending in Parliament for re- 
ftraining the Number of Houfes for playing of Inter- 
ludes, gc. there is a Claufe of the following Purport. 

“ ‘No Perfon or Perfons fhall Act, Reprefent, or 
“ Perform any Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Play, 
“ Farce, or other Entertainment of the Stage, for 
“ Gain, Hire, or Reward, other than, and except 
© fuch Perfon or Perfons in whom the Right and 
“ Property of, in, and to the faid Letters Patents, 
“ sranted as atorelaid, to the faid Thomas Killegrew, 
“ Sir Willianz Davenant, Robert Wilks, Colley Cibber, 
“and Barton Booth, and the faid Charter of the 
7 Royal Academy of Mufick, is vefted, and their 
§ refpective Deputies or Servants, during the Conti- 





” pets Se | 
ilward, Charles Shepar omas 
Dennis De- 


“* nuance of the Powers and Privileges to them: by 
“ their feveral Letters Patents refpectively ed. 

Shou’d the Bill pafs as it now ftands, it will fubject 
all Thefe who have from their Infancy dedicated 
themfelves to the Profeffion of Acfing, tO the Arbi- 
trary Will of any One who is pleas’d to buy the Pa- 
tent under which they at prefent A#: For, no 
doubt, there may be foon (as HAS HERETOFORE 
BEEN PRACTIS’D) Cartel#, as they call ’em, efta- 
blifh’d between the Patextees, that-ome Houfe fhail 
never receive au Actor who has left the other, let the 
Motive be ever fo juft. 

THE Purchafer of a Patent may thus oblige the 
prefent 4éors to fubmit to the hardeft Terms, or re- 
duce them to Beggary, by taking from them the Exer- 
cife of their Profeffion : and there will hardly be 
found others who have any Degree of Merit, impru- 
dent enough to engage in the Profeffion with fuch a 
Profpect, to ftudy an Art with that Application which 
is neceffary to attain to any kind of Perfection, when 
the Fruit of their Labour is being reduced to a State 
of the moft abjec# Slavery, to be bought and fold in 
a Market, and to depend abfolutely upon the Pleafure 
of any One who has Money enough to lay out in fuch 
a Purchafe. 

IF not for the Sake of the Actors, yet for the 
Honour of the Nation, it is hoped, fhou’d this Bill 
pafs into a Law, and any Differences or Difputes here- 
after happen between the Patentees and Adfors, That 
oe Arbitration thereof fhall be placed in the Hands 

fome Men of Fortune, Learning, and Ability (to 
be appointees as the Legiflature fhall think fit) who 
will be Impartial Fudges between the Patentees and 
Adfors in their Diflputes. ' 

THERE is no Poffibility the Stage fhou’d ever fub- 
fift in this Kingdom, if Authors and AGors are [vb- 
jected, without Controul, to the Caprice or Iguoran:e 
of any Men who may hereafter look upon a Patent 
only as a proper Security upon which to lay out their ~ 

oney. 

Soba Mills, Benjamin Fobnfon, Fofias Miller, 
Theophilus Cibber, Fohn Harper, Benjamin Griffin 
William Mills, William Milward, Mary Heron, an 
Elizabeth Butler, Part of the above-named Per- 
formers, 
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formers, have taken.a Leafe of Dfury-Lane Play- 
Houfe-tor Fir¥e£N “YEARs, for which they are to 
pay Nine Hunprép and Twenty Pounps per 
Annum, belides Taxes and Repairs, aid as the Law 


gow lands; they rin,mo Rifque, fhauld the 
Bil Fan dcicadeg | fs i law, the Patentees 
may go to another » “end the ‘Lessee will be 
forc’d to pay this great Rent without daring to make 
any Ufe of the Play-Houfe, which muft neceffarily 
end in THerR RvIN. 

Tue LeoisLaTure has sever yet thought it ju/? 
o affect private Property bya Law EX P-OST 
FACTO, and therefore the Leffees of Drury-Lane 
Play-Houfe bope,.if this Bill fheu’d pafs, that Provi= 
fron will be made for their Cafe, and that they are as 
much entitled to be protected in the Righ#s which 
they now by Lawenjoy, as the Patentees, Sic. . 

us far the Cafe | 


Ir were to be wifhed, as the Company of Actors 
fet it forth, aa ain Poets - Adfors -vhe 
excel, met not only with Protection, but -with publick 
Honour and Reward A Diftinétidn like this, would 
be the only probable Means to reftote the Stage to its 
ancient Dignity, arid Splendour, but given to Poets 
— A ort, who do not deferve it, becomes its utter 

uin. 

I fear this is too much the Cafe at prefent, a Poet, 
of an Actor, that has real Merit, knows he muft nor 
expect to pleafe the Many; and thete are not want- 
ing, of either Clafs, who ate bafe enough to deny 
tliemfelves the ufe of good Judges (areal Ho- 
nour to them) for the fake of Pleafing the wan 
headed Monfter, wort at the fame time they de(pile. 
Tnftead, therefore, ‘ot bringing ii a Bill to regulate 


the Number of Play-Houfes, it wou’d be more ad- 
vifeable to a in Otte to tegulate Publick Tafte. 
Reftraining the 


umber of Play-Houfes, is confini 
the Evil, but not rodting it out, and the Sane wal 
want as much Regulation then, as it does now, while 
Pagblick Tafte is ho better than it is. Perhaps fome 
future Inconveniencies tay atife, more pernicious 
than thofe now propofed to be regulated. 

Tue two principal Objections againtt a Bill of this 
Nature, tegard the Conduct of the Managers after 
fhall have got the Power in their Hands, with refped 
ta Authors and Actots, whom théy may then we jup 
as they pleafe. Y¥very body has heard, at leaft, 
famous ONE has been for polit age ny Rigrpraet, 
whoin he has not cared to difoblige, and for tyran- 
nically ufing thofe whom he has had in His Power’, the 
other indeed has beet more indulgent to both ; bur 
who knows what an Alteration Power may cteate ? 
They once’ were irttimate Friends, and /2t their 
Horjes together ; Intereft firft divided them, Intereft 
may again unite them, and fupported by Power, ve- 
rify the Inconveniencies forefeen in the Cafe. 

No Man can be Judge and Party at the fame time ; 
fhould any furure Difpute arifé between the Patentce 
and Player, peo the Bill pafs'd, and Cartel efta- 
biifh'd) what Profpedt of Puffice for the Player * If 
opprefs'd by one Manager, as it may be the Cafe, 
ee other. neither can, nor will receive him ; what 
will be the Coiequence of this? He muft either 


ive up his Right, and fubmit, or elfe of his 
ae Ps Town 2 AGior. : ° his Bread, 
Wuar may be the Cafe of one, may be of aif. 
andthe whole Compatfy wf Comedians, fecing the 
Power fo ftrongéy..diseited again{t them, may agree 
fimong themfelves,tthat any Unjuftice done to one. 
ifiall Be look’d upén’ss tone to all, and be relented 
by a//. Thusthere may be Mazagers without 4@or, 
and the Town without Plays. If it is faid, thar thiz 
very Circumftance would be.a Means.of.keepine Ma. 
nagers within Bounds, it is worth reflecting, wherlep 
i ing Things upon ifo wiolent 2 footing, is a proper 
egulation f the Stage: Another Inconvenience thg 
‘may refult from this, is, that Actors finding them. 
felves opprefs’d, and being at the fame time withoyt 
the Means of Relief, will be very negligent and carc« 


lefs trow they rim their Parts. iON, "tis 
faid, makes even a wife Man mad. Iris not to be 
expected, that ACtarswilll exert their Txlents 20 envi) 


thofe that oppre/s them: We have nota great Num. 
ber of good Actors at prefent, and the £103 ect of 
GROWING ONES, is farce fenlible to Sight: To 
make thefe the PRivare PRopeRTy of any two 
Perfons, may be what our mode/# Managers may de- 
fire, bat does not feem to antwer the Intent of +. 
gulating the Stage, and wi!l be a manifeft Difcou 

fment to any Genius, that otherwife might offer himfelf, 


to fupply.the Places of thofe that now tread the Suge 


Tue Method propofed (ia the Cafe) againit g 
Manager's pe ry ion, is very modeff, judicious and 
equitable; andl believe, if fuch Perfons were to be 
appointed Judges between the Patentees and Actors, 
it wou’d not bé amifs to eXrend their Commiffion as 
far as Authors, whofe Plays would ftand a fairer 
Chance, if Gentlemen of Fortune, Learning and 
Ability, inftead of the prefent Fudzes, were to ext 
mine their Merit, and rejector receivethem. 

It is certain, (as the Cafe expreffes) “ that the 
“ Stage caf never fubiift to any Purpofe, if 
“ Authors and Afors are fubjected without Cor- 


“ troud to the Caprice or Ignorance of the prefent Ma- | 


“ nagers, or of any Men who may be rich eno 

“ to purchafe the Patent, in cafe the prefent Poflef- 
“ forsfhou’d think fit to difpofe of it.” It is not die 
rectly felling the Perfons of the Actors, as Oxen and 
Sheep are difpofed of, to the beft Bidder ; but it is 
felling their Talez2:, Faculties, and Ponvers, and fe 
ducing them to fuch a State of Dependance, a3 no 
free-born Mind would ever fubject itfelf to, and no- 
thing but Neceffity could fubmit to. 

o regulate the Number of Play-houfes, is right 
and weceffary at prefent, and feems to be a good pre- 
vious Step to .any future Regulation that may be 
thought proper ; and it is not to be doubted, but the 


wife and auguft Affembly before whom the Bill x | 


now depending, will thoroughly weigh the Conle- 
quences of any Act they fhall judge right to pats for 
the Purpofe above-mentioned. 

FirMuy perfuaded of this great Truth, I cant 
help pleafing. myfelf with the Thoughts of {eeing 
very foon the felfi/h, marrow, and affuming Views ot 


the Managers fruftrated by the Wiidom of the Le | 


enero and Actors left, at leait, upon as goods 
ootifg as the reft ot hia Majeity’s Subje<ts. 
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Prineed for T.Coorer, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row: Where Letrens 0 | « 
the AvfHor ate taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


[{ Price Two-Pence. | " 
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